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no large proportion of these [the upper classes]
come upon the relief which the Government has
to administer. The poorer field labourers in the
villages and the poorer members of the trading
and industrial classes in the towns are the first
section of the population which suffers ; and even
when famine is at its height the mass of the people
receiving relief are field labourers, petty ryots,
and artisans. Very few priests, and lawyers, and
schoolmasters, and people with fixed incomes
actually demand Government relief, although they
may feel sorely the pressure of famine prices. This
class, with more or less fixed incomes, then, although
we cannot relieve it, will have no fresh burdens
imposed upon it by the measures which we now
desire to take."

That is to say, the only really well-to-do classes
in India, the European officials, officers, and pro-
fessional men, are shielded from any additional
taxation, and the wealthy native traders, and
merchants, and bankers, who alone benefit by the
trade of the famines, are lightly taxed, because
they never suffer from famine or lose their sub-
stance ; but the ryots and small hawkers are taxed
because they feel the pressure of scarcity immediately.
Why, at this rate, all the poor-rates in Great Britain
would be raised from the agricultural and artisan
classes, and they would be taxed an additional
amount in an exceptionally bad year. To tax the
miserably poor population of India still more at
such a time to build more public works when
already the peasants are insufficiently fed and are
wholly unable to exercise that "frugality" in a